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TOPIC 1: Paris, the Urban Laboratory
Week 1
Ts, 27 May 6:30pm Welcome Dinner: Bouillon Chartier 7, rue de Fbg. Montmartre, 9em, Metro Grands Blvds

18h30

Wd, 28 May 10am/10h Tour A.Fierro: Roman Paris: Latin Quarter to Crypt, Notre Dame SE Corner rue St.Jacques/rue Soufflout, 5eme
6pm/18h Lecture M.Johnson: "Paris Map Tour" PAA

Th, 29 Mai 10h Tour M.Johnson: "A promenade through the phantasmagoric arcades of Paris & Meet above the Metro station: Palais Royale, "Artists Entrance."
    the architecture mise-en-scene  of Baron Haussmann"

18h Lecture M.Bedarida: "The Bourgeois and Avant-garde apartment house, PAA
  From Haussman to Le Corbusier"

Fr, 29 Mai 11-14h Group Visit: Cité de l'Architecture 1 Place du Trocadéro, Metro Trocadero

Week 2
Mn, 2 Juin 15h Tour, G.Thomas: Cochin Quarry TBA

No Evening Lecture
Due: Reading Question 1  

Ts, 3 Juin 13h30 Tour AF:  Pavilion de l'Arsenal 
15h Tour and Talk: J.Dejean: Musée Carnavalet to the Place des Vosges (TBC)

No Evening Lecture

Wd, 4 Juin 10h Tour M.Bedarida: 16eme: Perrault and Fondacion Le Corbusier 24, rue Nungesser et Coli, Metro Michel-Ange-Molitor
18h Lecture V.LeFebvre; “Paris-La Défense, The Modernization and Expansion PAA

   of a XIX° Century City”
Th, 5 Juin Tour AF+Staff: Bibliothéque Nationale de France Meet at top of the escalator, plaza level, west side of garden. Metro BnF 

Walk across Passarelle Bercy, Parc du Bercy.
18h Lecture AF: "The Grands Projets of François Mitterrand" PAA

Fr, 6 June 10h Tour V.LeFebvre:  La Défense Meet at Calder statue, Southern exit of Metro: La Defense.

Week 3
Mn, 9 Juin 18h No Lecture

Due: Research Paper

TOPIC 2: Transparency and Nature
Ts, 10 Juin 9h Tour: M.LeCouer  Bibliothéque St. Genevieve 10, Place du Pantheon, 5eme

18h Lecture AF: "Transparency, Translucency and their Natural Effects: On Nouvel" PAA

Wd, 11 Juin 10h Visit:  B.Wait, AJN Offices
12h Tour AF: Institut du Monde Arabe AJN: 10, Cité d’Angoulême, Métro: Parmentier

Tour AF: Musée de Quai Branly IMA: 1, rue des Fossés Saint-Bernard
MQB: 37 Quai Branly | RER A: Pont del'Alma

18h Lecture: B.Lemoine "Le Grand Paris" PAA

Th, 12 Juin 14h+15h30 Tour MJohnson, Group 1+2: Chareau, Maison de Verre 31, rue St-Guillaume, Métro: Rue de Bac
19h Lecture L.Andreotti: "Architecture and Play: Situationist Paris"” PAA
21:30h Late Night Tour: L.Andreotti “A Situationist Walk: Place des Contrascarpe to Ile de la Cité.” Place de la Contrascarpe

Due: Reading Questions 2 



Weekend Trip: MARSEILLE
Fr, 13 Juin 10h30h Meet at main TGV platform, Gare de Lyon

11h07 Depart Paris for Marseille TGV 6111
14h26 Arrive Gare St.-Charles Marseille
19h Meet at Foster Pavilion, Vieux Port Refer map.

Sat, 14 Juin 10h Tour: Ricciotti, MuCEM Refer map.
13h Visit: Kuma, FRAC Marseille Refer map.

Sun, 15 Juin 16h  AF Tour: Le Corbusier, Cité Radieuse 280, blvd. Michelet. Take Métro 2 direction “Dromel” to “Rond Pont du Prado,”
18h Cocktails with a View, Cité Radieuse  then take bus 21, 21S, 22, or 22S to “Le Corbusier.”  Meet at entry. 

Mn, 16 Juin 10h Office Visit: Ricciotti (TBC)
17h30 Meet Gare St. Charles
18h06 Depart Marseille for Paris TGV 6130
21h26 Arrive Paris

Week 3
Topic 3: The Non-Standard Continues

Ts, 17 Juin 18h Lecture: A.Picon; "From Structure to Ornament: Interpreting Contemporary Architecture”

Wd, 18 Juin 10h Tour H.Dutton: Inverted Pyramid and  "ISLAM," Louvre Louvre, Inverted Pyramid | Métro Tuilleries
18h Lecture T.Nolte: , Gehry Technologies: "Louis Vuitton Foundation for Creation" PAA

Due: Reading Questions 3

Th, 19 Juin 8h30 Depart Paris: FRAC Orléans, Orléans Meet at PAA for arranged bus.
10h Tour: FRAC Orléans
13h Lecture: J.Sabin: "Elasticity and Networks: PolyMorph and related Spatial Prototype"
15h Depart Orléans for Paris
18h Keynote Lecture: Winka Dubbeldam: "INTRINSIC" École Nationale des Beaux Artes Paris-Malaquais, 14, rue Bonaparte | Métro Saint-Germaine

Fr, 20 Juin 11h Tour J.Sabin: Citroën C42 Showroom, Loewy Bookstore, 42, avenue des Champs-Élysées | Metro: Franklin. D. Roosevelt
Cité de la Mode et du Design

Sat, 21 Juin 18h-XX FÊTE DE LA MUSIQUE: City-Wide Music festival You're on your own!

Week 4 + Topic 4: Landscape and Infrastructure

Mn, 23 Juin 12h Tour A.Genadt: Citè Universitaire
18h Lecture A.Fierro: "Pompidou + Les Halles: Grounding Laughter" PAA

Ts, 24 Juin 15h Review: Mapping Exercise 1 + Abstract for dynamical development PAA
18h Lecture: K.Bonier: "Civilizing Systems: the Hydraulic Infrastructures of Paris" PAA

Wd, 25 Juin 14h Tour J.Foster: Corajoud, Jardins d'Éole + Tschumi, Parc de la Villette Ledoux Métro Stalingrad
18h AU REVOIR PARTY: Parc de la Villette

Th, 26 Juin Final day of apartment check-out, unless other arrangements have been made.

Mn, July 14 Due: Mapping Exercise 2. First phase dynamiacl development.
Mn, Aug 4 Due: Final Mapping Exercise

Sometime in February, 2015 EXHIBIT



COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND REQUIREMENTS 
 
(1)  ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION:  Mandatory attendance of all lectures and tours. Participate in discussions and ask questions in tours! 
 
(2)  GENERAL READINGS & “QUESTIONS”:  
 On assigned date for each reading, one “discursive question,” (100 words min.) addressing the content of the reading, will be due:   
 6/2 RDG 1: Shelley Rice, “Introduction: Time Zones,” Parisian Views 
 6/13 RDG 2: Guy Debord, “Urban Geography” and “The Derive,” from “Situationist International” 
 6/17 RDG 3 : Ulf Strohmayer, “Urban Design and Civic Spaces: Nature at the Parc des Buttes-Chaumont in Paris” 
 
(3) RESEARCH PAPER: Due June 9. 
Using the collections and documentation of the Cité de la Architecture, the Musée Carnavalet, and the Pavilion de l’Arsenal as a guide, identify and research 
one small area or street of Paris notable for its: architecture, landscape, or role in urban structure. This area of the city should be no larger than 3 blocks; and 
it is preferable that you are not already familiar with it. Write a 2500-word research paper which: (1) documents the area—in terms of its history, its 
architectural or urban significance, and (2) sets forth as a conclusion an “urban thesis”—a speculation that remains open to further examination. This can be 
within any arena of interest, from the historical development of the area/street, to unusual spatial characteristics that you have observed, to any number of 
salient features: as along as the final conjecture of your paper attempts to understand a piece of the city from the aspect of change. These can be thought of 
as change over time, change according to motion or that perceived by moving around in space, social or political change: anything which challenges the 
basis of the city as static. You are also encouraged to incorporate concepts as they are delivered in the lectures and readings: from concepts of vision, or 
ornament, or nature in the city, from demographic shifts and changing typologies. These themes can be drawn from factual or imaginative sources, but must 
in the end conclude with a critical question: Again, this is one paper  which should end with a question. Required are 5-7 sources, and four of these need to 
utilize any of these libraries: the Cité de l’Architecture, the Centre Pompidou, or the Bibliothéque Nationale de France. (Please indicate which these are on 
your bibliography.)  This paper should be fully annotated and illustrated, with a bibliography. Finally, provide at 3 excellent photographs which you took and 
manipulated in some way—drew over, collaged, overlaid, which pictorially enhance the themes of your paper. 
 
 (4+5) MAPPING PROJECTS:  Read carefully Corner’s “The Agency of Mapping,” in the reader.  This will be your central source for defining your graphical 
concept of mapping: 
Phase 1: Make a map of your area or street, which activates the conclusion of your research paper, and extends it through both graphical techniques, as well 
as new ideas that have been introduced within the course. These maps can begin as geographically correct plans, but MUST develop other graphic 
terminologies which activate cognitive or performative dimensions of the map. They cannot be, in other words, (as Corner states), “confused with the simple 
inventory and empirical presentation of resources.”  These first maps may take on any graphic technique available to you, from hand drawing, to collage, to 
physical or digital manipulation, but you must be prepared to explain the choice of media. As all form must, your technique have content. Phase 1: Due 24 
June. To be reviewed in class via projection or hard copy, with “abstract” for later development. 
Phase 2: Digitize the precepts of your map, and incorporate a new dynamical media—from scripts to animation, which restates the premise of your first map 
as a speculative digital drawing, or movie.  Conference video “desk crits” will be conducted with me on July 14. Final Mapping due August 4, to be 
submitted electronically in the course folder. 
Final Requirement:  3 boards, TBD, with photos and text, first and second mapping, sometime in February 2015. 
 
GRADING 
Lecture/Tour Participation and discussion 20% 
Reading questions 20% 
Research Paper 20% 
Phase 1 Mapping 20% 
Phase 2 Mapping 20% 



GUEST LECTURERS + GUIDES 
 
Libero Andreotti | Professor, Georgia Institute of Technology 
Prof. Andreotti is an architect, a critic, and an historian specializing in European avant-garde movements between the two World Wars and after. He is an 
authority on the Internationale Situationniste and has written extensively on European art and politics before and after WWII. His most recent book, 
Spielraum: Benjamin et L’Architecture (Paris, Editions La Villette 2011), is based on the conference entitled “Architecture and the Technological Unconscious” 
held in Paris in 2007. A native of Italy and two-time Fulbright scholar, from 1994 to 2011 Prof. Andreotti was Resident Director of Georgia Tech’s Paris 
Program at the École d’Architecture de Paris-La Villette, where he coordinated a Franco-American Studio and taught architectural history to French  students. 
Prof. Andreotti curated, with Xavier Costa, the exhibition “Situationists: Art, Politics, Urbanism” at the MACBA in 1996, for which he edited the homonimous 
catalogue and the anthology Theory of the Derive and Other Situationist Writings on the City (Barcelona, ACTAR 1996). He also contributed to the exhibition 
“Mario Sironi: La Grande Decorazione” at the Milan Triennale in 2005. He is a partner in the firm of Virginie Sougy, Arch.. and was Cameron Visiting Architect 
at Middlebury College, VT in 2012. His essays and projects have appeared in Grey Room, Lotus International, Architecture and Idea, Japan Architect,  JAE, 
and October. 
 
Marc Bedarida | Editor, Éditions, École d’architecture Supérieure National Paris-La Villette  
Marc Bedarida teaches history and theory of architecture applied to the questions of housing and professional issues of architectural practice. In questioning  
the dwelling, he raises issues of urban settlement, theory of urban growth and suburban sprawl. He focuses one part of his teaching on the making of the city 
of Paris as paradigm of the planned European city. Marc Bedarida also collaborates with a number of professionals, educators, architects, graphic or web 
designers on a large number of projects in France and abroad (Germany, USA, Portugal.). He is a contributing editor of the Italian architectural magazine 
Lotus International, but also writes in numerous other magazines, both French and foreign. Marc Bedarida has recently published  Habiter L’Utopie: Le 
Familistere Godin a Guise,  
 
Jean-François Blassel  |  Priincipal Architect and Engineer, RFR Engineers, Paris 
Jean-François Blassel is an architect, engineer and educator in Paris. He serves as the Director of Projects for RFR Engineers in Paris, and has been the 
project engineer for many notable projects in this office: the Centre culturel et touristique du vin, Bordeaux (2014), the St Patrick’s Bridge, Calgary, Canada 
(2014), the Gare TGV Belfort-Montbéliard (2011), the Passerelles et franchissements, Al Raha, Abu Dhabi, UAE (2008), Gare TGV Bellegarde (2007), the 
Passerelle Simone de Beauvoir, Paris (2006), and among many other projects, including the glass wall for the Gare de Strasbourg, with JM Duthilleul/ARUP. 
This work has been published in many journals and books, including: Réglage du contreventement de la verrière de la gare de Strasbourg (Construction 
métallique n°4/2010, Paris), New Glass and Old Stones with P. Bompas (2007), Innovation et Performance, "Intelligent Building Design" (AMC, numéro 
annuel, Paris), and Structure and Architecture (A+U, Tokyo). Blassel was previously a project architect at Renzo Piano Building Workshop, in Paris, Geneva 
and Osaka. 
 
Catherine Bonier | Asst. Professor, Louisiana State University 
Catherine Bonier draws on cultural and landscape theory as frameworks to fuel design inquiry. Her past positions in construction management, video game 
design, and mental-health counseling contribute to her broad perspective—uniting design, construction, technology, and health. These layered 
interdisciplinary influences are reflected in her teaching, research, and practice. Bonier received a BA in European history from Harvard College and a master 
in architecture from the University of Pennsylvania, where she lectured and taught graduate studios in architecture at PennDesign. Bonier was named a 
2012–13 Philadelphia Area Center for the History of Science (PACHS) Fellow for her dissertation, “American Waterworks: the architectural construction of 
public space and the infrastructural production of public health.” She is currently a PhD candidate at the University of Pennsylvania and will defend her 
dissertation in 2014. 
 
Bernard Cache | Professor, Architect & Theorist, Lausanne & Paris 
Bernard Cache is a professor of Architecture at the École Polytechnique Nationale Lausanne. He is also an independent architect and furniture designer 



living in Paris formerly leading a workshop-based practice, Objectile. Cache researches using digital tools and computation techniques for architectural 
conception and production, termed ‘non-standard architecture’ by the Centre Pompidou exhibition of 2004. Cache has played an important alternative 
role, not simply celebrating the possibilities of shape and form, but rather delving deeply into history, philosophy and mathematics to uncover 
the relationship between today’s technologies and the traditions of the past. He applies research into characters such as Plato, Euclid and 
recently Durer (among others) to inform today’s production of architecture. His numerous publications include Earth Moves: The Furnishing of 
Territories (MIT, 1995), Objectile (Springer, 2006), Terra Mueble (Editions HYX, 1995). 
 
Joan DeJean | Trustee Professor of Romance Languages, University of Pennsylvania 
17th- and 18th-century French literature. Her books reflect her areas of research: the history of women's writing in France (Tender Geographies: Women and 
the Origins of the Novel in France, 1991); the history of sexuality (Fictions of Sappho, 1546-1937, 1989); the development of the novel (Literary Fortifications, 
1984; Libertine Strategies, 1981); and the cultural history and the material culture of late 17th- and early 18th-century France (Ancients against Moderns: 
Culture Wars and the Making of a Fin de Siècle, 1996 ; The Essence of Style, 2005; The Age of Comfort, 2010). She published the first uncensored edition of 
Molière's Dom Juan , as well as editions of Graffigny’s Lettres d’une Péruvienne and Duras’ Ourika. Prof. DeJean was the winner of the 2003 MLA Aldo and 
Jeanne Scaglione Prize for French and Francophone Studies for her book The Reinvention of Obscenity: Sex, Lies, and Tabloids in Early Modern France (U 
of Chicago P, 2002). 
 
Hugh Dutton  |  Principal Architect, Hugh Dutton Associates 
Hugh Dutton is principle of Hugh Dutton Associates (HDA), a design practice that combines architecture and engineering based in Paris, specializing in glass 
and lightweight architectural structures. Trained as an architect at the Architectural Association in London he began his professional career with Peter Rice in 
Paris between 1981 until 1992, at RFR, a multi-disciplined office founded as an experiment to consciously muddle the traditional professional barriers in 
building. Hugh Dutton co-authored Structural Glass with Rice. He has taught at Columbia University and is co-authored with Bernard Tschumi, Glass 
Walls/Glass Ramps, on the student centre entrance hall they designed together at the University. HDA’s key and current work involves specialist design on a 
diversity of project: superstructures for the existing and future terminal at Incheon, Korea, a dome for the Osaka Maritime museum, glass galleries of the 
Acropolis Museum, new high tension electricity pylons in Italy and France and a climate responsive canopy in fabric and glass in Miami. The most recent 
completed work by the studio is the new roof for the Islamic Arts collection in the Louvre, Paris. 
 
Annette Fierro | Assoc. Professor, University of Pennsylvania 
Annette Fierro is an Associate Professor of Architecture at the University of Pennsylvania, a practicing architect in Philadelphia, and Director of the 
PennDesign study abroad program in Paris. She teaches design studios and theory seminars which address the complex relationships between architecture 
and technology in contemporary cities. In 2003, she published The Glass State: The Technology of the Spectacle, Paris 1981-98. (MIT Press). On-going 
research traces the network of utopic legacies instigated by the radical technological speculation of the 1960s London to the present day. She has published 
most recently  "Inscriptions of Violence: London's Landscape of Commemoration" in Architecture and Violence, ed. Bechir Kenzari (ActarBirkhauser, 2012) 
and  "Branching Morphogenesis: A Tale of Imagination, Translation and Visualization," DIRT. (ViaBooks PennDesign, 2012).  
 
Edouard François | Architect, Paris 
Edouard François has become one of the protagonists of green architecture on an international scene. His work focuses on matter, context, use, economy 
and ecology, following the preoccupations of sustainable development. François’ European team of architects and urbanists are working also on landscape 
design and graphic design projects.  His office is based in Paris. François became known to the public in 2000 with ‘the building that grows’, built in 
Montpellier on the banks of the Léz and widely publicized by the ministry of culture’s campaign on quality in architecture, followed by the ‘flower tower’ in 
Paris (a building, bordering a public park, completely veiled in white bamboo) and the ‘Fouquets Barrière’ (a 80-room hotel, located on the Champs Elysees). 
François studied at the Academie des Beaux Arts in Paris, and later architecture at the UP1 in Paris and at the Architectural  
Association in London. In 1998-99 he specialized in the master unit at the ècole nationale supérieure du paysage in Versaille, France. 
 



Jeremy Foster | Asst. Professor, Cornell University 
As an architect, landscape architect, and cultural geographer, Jeremy Foster is fascinated by the opportunities the landscape medium — simultaneously, an 
assemblage of material processes and practices, a space of representation, and a medium of cultural discourse — offers for trans-disciplinary, "joined up" 
thinking.  Foster's research is both historical and contemporary, and revolves around the multiple intersections between culture and landscape. Recent 
articles have addressed Parisian landscapes in particular: "Spectral denivelations: la mémoire du rail and topographical excess at the Jardins d'Éole," Journal 
of Landscape Architecture” and "Sortir de la banlieue: filmic (re)articulations of national and gender identities in Zaïda Ghorab-Volta's 'Jeunesse Dorée,'" 
Gender, Place & Culture, and have explored the relationship between landscape and different forms of memory, the visual-discursive construction of 
imaginary geographies, the urbanism of mobility, displacement and diaspora, the syncretic nature of topographical thinking, and the relational and 
performative aspects of place. Foster has also taught at University of Pennsylvania, University of Virginia, and Virginia Tech. 
 
Mary Vaughan Johnson | Ph.D. (ABD)  
Mary Vaughan Johnson currently resides in Paris, France, as the chief docent and curator of the Maison de Verre while completing her dissertation entitled, 
“L’Art de Vivre in the Toilet Rooms of the Maison de Verre”. She has made presentations at both national and international conferences on her subject. Mary 
Johnson is a PhD candidate in Architectural Representation at the Washington-Alexandria Architecture Center in Alexandria, Virginia and holds a Bachelor of 
Science and Master of Architecture from Georgia Tech in Atlanta, Georgia. She has practiced and taught architecture for more than 20 years and is currently 
teaching architectural history and theory at Columbia University's Graduate School of Architecture, Planning and Preservation and the École Speciale in 
Paris. 
 
Stéphanie Lavaux | R&Sie(n) 
Stéphanie Lavaux is an artist, graphic designer and free lancer. After studying at the École Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts in Paris, in 1993  she 
founded the design practice R&Sie (n) with the architect François Roche whom she met in 1986. Through December 2011, she contributed specifically to the 
firm’s work on the contemporary form of image, and its tools as well as criticality lent by the politics of ecology and human relations. The work of the firm 
investigates an architecture focused as technological experiment--“cartographic and territorial mutations--to explore the bond between building, context and 
human relation.” The work of the firm has been published extensively and exhibited internationally, most notably at Sci-ARC, the Venice Biennale, the 
Tinguely Museum in Basel-Graz, the Maxxi Museum in Rome, and the Barbican Museum in London. A recent monograph is Giovanni Corbellini’s titled 
Bioreboot: The Architecture of R&Sie(n) (Princeton Architectural Press, 2009) 
 
Virginie Lefebvre | Professor, École nationale supérieure d'architecture Paris-Bellville 
Architect and Urbanist, Paris 
Virginie Lefebvre is an architect in Paris and teaches design studios and courses in urban design. Lefebvre has been professor of architecture and urban 
design at Harvard and at the École d'Architecture in Versailles, France and visiting scholar at MIT. She is the author of La Grande Arche de la Defense (1989) 
with Francois Chaslin, and the director of Les espaces publics modernes (1995). In 1988, she founded a research group, le GRAI, to study the relationship 
between architecture and infrastructure. Since 1991 with Yves Chicoteau, she has been working as an architect and urbanist on a number of projects, 
including the project of La Grande Galerie de l'Evolution (1994) in Paris. Lefebvre received an architecture degree from the Ecole d'Architecture de Paris-
Belleville, a master's degree in urbanism from the Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chaussees, a diploma of advanced studies in urbanism from the Universite 
de Paris VIII-Saint-Denis, the master's degree in public management from the Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chaussees, and a doctorate in history from 
Universite de Paris I-Sorbonne. 
 
Bertrand Lemoine 
Bertrand Lemoine, is an architect, engineer and French historian, currently the Director of Research at the CNRS. Between 2010 and 2013, he served as the 
Director General of the International Workshop Le Grand Paris 2, which coordinated state and local authorities of the Île- de- France, implemented actions, 
research, development, enhancement and animation-related issues of “La Grand Paris,” an experimental competition which  consisted of fifteen 
multidisciplinary teams of architects and urban planners. Lemoine is an internationally recognized scholar, specializing in news and history of architecture, 



urban construction, including the use of steel in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. He is the author of forty books translated into eight languages and 
hundreds of articles, particularly on the history of materials, civil engineering, and architectural criticism and journalism, especially on Le Grand Paris which 
has appeared in various exhibitions, trade and consumer journals, French and foreign catalogs. He was the editor of AMC- Le Moniteur Architecture. He is 
currently editor of the journal Steel. 
 
Peter McCleary | Professor Emeritus, University of Pennsylvania 
Peter McCleary teaches seminars and advanced design studios in the design of structures. Formerly Chair of Architecture, Chair and founder of the program 
in Historic Preservation and Chair of the Ph.D. in Architecture Programs. Fellowships from NEA, Fulbright, and Graham Foundation. Founder of ACSA Annual 
Technology Conference and awarded ACSA Distinguished Professor Medal.  Research and interpretive articles on the technologies of architecture and 
engineering published in numerous journals and books, including a chapter in Performative Architecture: Beyond Instrumentality, Edited by Branko Kolarevic 
and Ali M. Malkawi. He also co-authored the exhibition catalogue "Visions and Paradox: The Structural Research of Robert le Ricolais" which accompanied 
the exhibition shown in London, Lausanne, Madrid, Barcelona, Zurich and the Pompidou in Paris. 

Tobias Nolte | Gehry Technologies France. 
Tobias Nolte is formerly the director of Gehry Technologies Europe. After leading consulting engagements throughout Europe, he was appointed director in 
Europe in 2011, where he led a team of architects, engineers and builders in the implementation of concurrent design systems to improve design, 
engineering and construction performance.  He has worked with a variety of leading international design firms including Gehry Partners, Zaha Hadid, 
Snohetta, UNStudio, Coop Himmelb(l)au and several others. Some of the projects include the New Building of the Tel Aviv Museum of Art, Fondation Louis 
Vuitton pour la Création in Paris, Museum of Contemporary Art and Planning xhibition in Shenzhen, Raffles City Hangzhou and several others.  His areas of 
interest include design computation, integrated product and process design, construction automation, concurrent design and cloud technologies.  He studied 
in Berlin and Los Angeles and holds an Engineering Diploma in Architecture from the University of Technologies in Berlin.  
 
Antoine Picon  | Professor, Graduate School of Design, Harvard University 
Antoine Picon is the G. Ware Travelstead Professor of the History of Architecture and Technology and Co-Director of Doctoral Programs (PhD & DDes) at the 
GSD. He teaches courses in the history and theory of architecture and technology. Trained as an engineer, architect, and historian, Picon works on the 
history of architectural and urban technologies from the eighteenth century to the present. His French Architects and Engineers in the Age of Enlightenment 
(1988; English translation, 1992) is a synthetic study of the disciplinary "deep structures" of architecture, garden design, and engineering in the eighteenth 
century, and their transformations as new issues of territorial management and infrastructure-systems planning were confronted. Whereas Claude Perrault 
(1613-1688) ou la Curiosité d'un classique (1988) traces the origin of these changes at the end of the seventeenth century, L'Invention de l’Ingénieur 
Moderne, L'Ecole des Ponts et Chaussées 1747-1851 (1992) envisages their full development from the mid-eighteenth century to the 1850s. Picon has also 
worked on the relations between society, technology and utopia. This is in particular the theme of Les Saint-Simoniens: Raison, Imaginaire, et Utopie (2002), 
a detailed study of the Saint-Simonian movement that played a seminal role in the emergence of industrial modernity. Picon’s most recent book, Digital 
Culture in Architecture: An Introduction for the Design Profession (2010) offers a comprehensive overview and discussion of the changes brought by the 
computer to the theory and practice of architecture. 
 
Philippe Rahm | Philippe Rahm Architects 
Philippe Rahm is architect, principal of Philippe Rahm Architectes, based in Paris. His work, which extends the field of architecture from the physiological to 
the meteorological, has an international audience in the context of sustainability. He represented Switzerland at the 8th Architecture Biennale in Venice 
(2002), the Ordos Prize in China and the International Chernikov Prize in Moscow. He has participated in a number of international group exhibitions: Archilab 
Frac, SF-MoMA; CCA Kitakyushu; Centre Pompidou; Manifesta 7; Louisiana Museum, Denmark and the Guggenheim Museum NY, as well as a solo 
exhibition at the CCA Montreal. He has taught at the AA School in London, the ETH Lausanne, the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts Copenhagen. He 
currently holds the Jean Labatut Professorship at Princeton. He has lectured widely, including at Harvard, Cooper Union, UCLA, the ETH Zurich. His recent 
work includes the first prize for the 69ha Taichung Gateway Park in Taiwan, a stage design for contemporary art in the Grand-Palais on the Champs-Elysées 



and a studio house for the artist Dominique Gonzalez-Foerster. Monographs include Physiological Architecture (Birkhauser, 2002), Distortions (HYX, 2005), 
Environ(ne)ment: Approaches for Tomorrow (Skira, 2006) and Architecture Météorologique (Archibooks, 2009).  

Jenny E. Sabin | Assistant Professor, Cornell University 
Director, Sabin Lab 
Jenny Sabin is an Assistant Professor in the area of Design and Emerging Technologies in the Department of Architecture at Cornell University. Sabin’s work 
investigates the intersections of architecture and science, and applies insights and theories from biology and mathematics to the design of material structures. 
She is principal of Jenny Sabin Studio, an experimental architectural design studio based in Philadelphia. She is co-founder of LabStudio, a hybrid research 
and design network, together with Peter Lloyd Jones. She was a founding member of the Nonlinear Systems Organization, a research group started by Cecil 
Balmond, where she was senior researcher and director of research. She recently co-authored Meander: Variegating Architecture, with Ferda Kolatan 
(Bentley, 2010).  Sabin holds degrees in ceramics and interdisciplinary visual art from the University of Washington and architecture from the University of 
Pennsylvania. Sabin was recently named a USA Knight Fellow in Architecture, 1 of 50 artists and designers awarded nationally by US Artists. She was 
recently awarded the Young Architect’s Prize by the Architectural league of New York (2014).  Her work is currently exhibited at the NY Architectural League 
and at the FRAC Orléans as a part of their permanent collection. 
 
Giles Thomas 
Born in a medieval city 100 km from Paris, famous for its underground, he discovered the Paris catacombs (more precisely, the old underground limestone 
quarries of Paris) during his high school studies in Paris at the true beginning of the 80’s... and it became passion of his life, studying Paris and its 
underground “suburb” for more than 30 years. Although his degree is in biology, he has written than 100 papers and several books about the underground.  
He also gives technical helps for everyone who wants to study this topic or needs to include this part of Paris in fictions, novels, cartoons, movies, etc. 
As a summary, he says: “I think underground quarries, I dream quarries, I breath underground quarries, I live underground quarries!” 
 
Brain Wait | Director of Operations AJN 
Brian Wait is Director of Operations at Ateliers Jean Nouvel. He is responsible for business development, human resources, strategic planning and oversight 
of ongoing projects at the firm. Prior to his current role Brian Wait collaborated with Jean Nouvel on design and management of numerous projects including 
the Atlantis Resort in Las Vegas, Central Park Sydney, the Qatar National Museum, Sealights Island Qatar, and the Red Oktober Office Headquarters in 
Moscow.  Brian Wait was educated at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and began his career in 1980 as a project designer with Geddes Brecher Qualls 
Cunningham in Philadelphia. He moved to France in 1991 and worked with Ricardo Bofill and Dominique Perrault before joining Jean Nouvel in 2001. 
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